One-eighth to one-tenth per cent, of ergot in bread may cause gangrene and loss of the limbs, and the poisonous effect is more powerful on animals than on man. In poultry, the phalanges fall off; even the beak is detached. In pigs, the nails fall off, and the animal dies.
The dangers of ergot may be avoided by properly cleansing the grain, by the hand, by sifting, or by fanning. These various processes would be inexpensive, as the ergot would produce profit, sold for medicinal purposes. {Journal de Chimie
